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and there's ^",r,,;,.;;;. ';.-. ro the south we

have the housing projects, rvhich have grown ever more dan-

gerolrs, u,ith kids selling crack on the stairways and some-

times pulling guns on one another when they fight, or 6ring

into the air tf they're mad after a soccer loss. To rhe north is

a tract of land that was supposed to be developed into some

kind of sports 6eld, but that never happened, and now the

area is occupied by very poor houses, the best ones made of
concrete blocks, the more precarious ones crf tin and card-

board. The housing project and this slum merge to the east

ofour neighborhood.

I understand horn, things gol if misery is stalking you the

way it does everyone in rny country and my city and you

have to resort to crime in order to survive, then that's what

you do. There's more money in crime than in lawful work. In
any case, there isnt much lawful work available, not for any-

one. And if living a better life entails risk, u,ell, it's a risk

many people are willing to take.

Few of my neighbors-the inhabitants of this island of
little houses built when the world was different-think the

way I do. I want to be clear: I get scared sometimes, too. I
dont want a stray bullet to hit me, eitheg or my daughter

when she (rarely) colnes to visit. I dont want to be regularly

robbed at the bus stop or whenever I'm in a car waiting at a

red light on the corner by the projects, I, too, go home crying

w,hen a teenegff pulls a knife on me and snatches my phone.

But I dont want to kill them all,I dont think they're a bunch

of freeloaders and immigrants and miscreants and dead-

beats, all expendable and unsalvageable. My ex-husband,
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who works for an oil company and lives i

me that the neighbors are just afraid. I tell
generally starts with fear andthen turns inr

me I should sell the house and move to the

to him, Were divorced, but wdre friends- \
friends. His new wife is delightful.I rend r

ter, Carolina, as an excuse for staying her

excuse. Carolina lives far away from me an(

and she works as a fashion editor at a glos

doesnt need me,

I stay because my mother lives here. C;u

a dead womani She's ytresenf, then. Ever :

peared to me, I've understood that rvorc

here, she occupied a physical space, and I
ence before I could see her.

My mother was a happy woman until sl

came home to die- Her agony was long parr

fied.It's not always like that. The wise pade

and yellorved skin who sits in bed imparrir
ridiculous romanticization, but it! true rha

who suffer less.It has to do with physiolo

Perament. My mother was allergic to morc.l

use it, and we had to resort to other, imp

She dled screaming- A nurse and I did rvhar

It wasnt much. I'm a doctor, but I haven'r

tients in a long time; instead, I do admrnr,

private medical company. At sixty, I dont
patience, or passion for hospital work ar

trug for a long time I denied (denial is a
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A,RIANA ENRIQUEZ

factthatl finally had to come to terms with when my mother

appeared. Namely, that ghosts exist, and I can see them.

Though they seek me out, I'm not the only one who sees

themr in the hospital, the nurses used to go running. I tried

to reassure them, saying, "Come now, you're imagining

thingsJ'

It was morning when I frrst heard my mother scream. Not
the wee morning hours under cover of night but the full-on
sunlight of day, so ill-suited to haunting. The houses in the

area, though very pretty, are built close together in a semi-

detached style, and noise carrier. My next-door neighbor

Mari, who hardly ever leaves her house because she's terri-
fied she'll be robbed and murdered and who knou,s what

other phobic fantasies, leaned rvide-eyed out her window

that looks into my little front yard just as I was going out to

see if there was someone in the street. It was a stupid, knee-

jerk reaction driven by -y own panic: I couldnt believe that

I was hearing my dead mothert cries, and I thought maybe

it was someone outside. An accident, a fight, Mari remem-

bered my mother's real screams, too, and she was shocked

and dumbfounded.
"It's the TV Mari.Its okay,'I told her.

"It's just-yourealizewhat it sounds like, Doctori"
"It really does. I cant believe iti'
And I went back inside.

Since I didnt know what to do, I started looking around

the house for the source of the cries, and asking my mother,

as if I were praying, to be quieter. I didnt urge her to stop

wailing entirely-just a little discretion, that was all I asked
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for. Id made the same request of other gl
hospital and later on at a clinic. Somerim
worked. My mother always did have a seni

my appeal to turn down the volume made h
find her that day-which I took off from ,

that night, sitting on the floor of the room 1

which is now a storage room for furniture
time to toss or give away. She was thin, bL

been at the beginning of her cencer,not rhe
ish wraith of her final months.I didnt dare

ing in the doorway, my knees shaking I san.

sang I sank down until we were seated face-

my legs crossed, her kneeling. I sang the so:

when her pain had been unbearable, rhe s<

soothe her, or so I chose to think. Thar :

scream.

But ghosts, I've learned, get upset- I don'r
think, if they think at all, because it's more

themselves and the repetitions seem like
fexes, but some of them do talk and have o

moods- My mother ',vanders the house.

seems to know I'm there, and other times sh,

times it seems that the fury returrrs ro her.

degraded body, the colostomy bag the hum:
to be so elegant, and I remember how she .
the smell!" Sometimes it was worse rhan rh=

ing. So she screams, and her screams can b,e r

several ways of calming her down, but theres
into them here.
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I,RIANA ENRIQUEZ

The interesting thing is what started to happen around

the neighborhood. It made me rcalize I wasnt crazy-I'd
considered the possibiliry, as anyone would after seeing her

dead mother climbing the stairs-and also that my mother

wasn't the only ghost around.

My neighbors have"safety" meetings. They dont accomplish

much. There have been break-ins around the neighborhood,

some violent muggings, an old lady beaten. It's awful, the

stuff that happens here. But the neighbors are even worse.

They go to those meetings and yell about how they pey their

taxes (which is only pertly truer they evade everything they

can, like most middle-class Argentines) and how theyve

bought guns and are taking classes on how to use them. And
they describe what they think the police should do to crimi-

nals: always the suggestion of murder, or humiliation, medi-

eval torture, arl eye for an eye, that sort of thing. There's one

man I dont know a little older than me, who declares that

the police should display the heads of these "illegals" on

stakes, like in colonial days. No one opposes him, or even

rolls their eyes. All the meetings end with the neighbors in-

voking their grandparents, such good people, all those Euro-

pean immigrants who arrived with nothing but the shirts on

their backs, who came to find honest work, who were poor

but dignified, who were white. Just another myth. The im-

migrants of that erawete, in many cases, poor and thieving;

others were anarchists running from the police, and most of
them became dishonest merchants who prioritized earning

money over assumingany kind of ethical responsibility. But
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I dont argue anymore, if I ever did. I'm
worldview they all share.It's a lie, but arguir

ible lie is a task for titans.

I go to the meetings because I want to Ic
planning. I want to know in advance if ther

offthe street, for example. One time, they ir
system unbeknownst to me, and I accidenta

I leaned against a door to check my phone

also mounted a camera at my house withou
but I have to admit the thing has been helpf
me see if someone tries to pick the lock, r*

happened, in fact, a couple of times. The c

now, and I havent found the time to hx it. I
daughter: "Mom, your stubbornness is g

killed and I'11 be the one to find you lyin-E

hope you've saved money for my therapv
spending minel'

The emergency meeting they called in nu

shitshow.

A horrible thing had happened, and rh
was full of TV cameras, from the regular sr

cable and every other kind of media. Three r

been coming back from a party in the earl,,

had to cross our neighborhood to reach r
someone shot them from a car. They didn'r e

run. They died in the street. They u,ere r-o
them fifteen years old, and theyd been ri-al
ing hands and huddled over a phone ro Ic
And that's how they appear in the phoro, h
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but ranen, one on;;;";:;.r",' cropped shirts

showing their fat stomachs, their leggings bloodied, and

their sneakers brand-new. One girl's face was destroyed by

the bullets, and she stared up at the treetops with what re-

mained of her eyes. The others, beneath her, bled to death

right there. The identities of the murderers were sti1l un-

known when the neighborhood meeting was called, but it
u,as clear enough to us what had happened: one of the gids

must have been the daughter or relative of a more or less

important criminal-an asphalt pi rate, emini-narco, a pimp.

That person had offended someone or owed money; it was

revenge. As the days passed, this theory was confirmed. A
yellow police cordon blocked off the corner where the girls

had been killed, but all around it people left bouquets of
fowerb, cardboard hearts, and teddy bears, a street-side

grave with offerings more approptiate to little girls than

teenagefs.

I saw them one day at dusk as f was returning home from

work- My taxi dropped me off right at the corner with the

police cordon and the tributes to the girls. "Lu, we love you

alwayslltllll"'Justice for Natalial"'My little angel, you were

gone too soonl'They were taking photos as they walked: the

three heads squeezed into the frame, pierced tongues stick-

ing out (why do girls like to stick out their tongues so

muchi); a second round of pictures with duck-bill lips, that

premattrre, phony sensuality. It had seemed especially gro-

tesque in the real photographs ofthe girls that had appeared

in the newspaper articles, pictures that had been posted on

Instagram or TikTok, as my daughter explained to me: I
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didni understand those images with dog
ears, and then I found out they were "filters

The ghost girls were laughing as thel'
hour, almost nighttime, my neighborhood
night is dark and full of terrorsi' says a prit
series that my daughter watches with true
that I carit get into because it has too r

(though its violence, which other people

doesnt bother me). The ghost girls couidn'
work, and that made them laugh harder. TF

bly compact-theret no other way to pur
like living girls doing the things that fifte,

oblivious to whatt happening around then-,

a size or two too small for their bodies, the

colorful, a jostling whirlwind of blue, gree

The neighborhood's windows opened tim
lence rang out like a gunshot, Then somec

closest to the girls screamed. They were sril
ters away from me but I could already see ti:
understood. One of them was bleeding frt-r
blood fowed slowly down, and she rviped :

edly as if it were rainwater,or beer thar some

spilled on her at the party. Another girl, rhe

was destroyed, was taking photos unconc(

smallest ong skinny to the point of ilines:
holes in her abdomen. I didnt want to lool
reminded me of my mother and her cancel

thinness.

Then the girls started to look ar the p
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raken, and what 
"; 

;:;.;"No, no, noi' they

said, and they shook their heads and looked at one another,

looked at the photos, and saw the purplish green of putrefac-

tion, and the blood, dried and fresh, the bullet wounds bar-

ing white bone, the blind eyes. The photos broke the spell of
friendship and teenage immortality. Then they started to

run. The ghost girls ran in desperate circles, and their wail-

ing was truly terrl{ying. Their confused desperation. Had

they only jlust realized that they were deadi How unfair:

usually the dead have the good fortune not to see themselves

decompose, even when they return as ghosts. My mother, for

exampler her image doesnt decay. But ghosts take different

forms. I wonder if the shapes they take are determined by

the dead people themselves or by those of us who see them-
maybe those images are a collective construction.

The neighbors started to scream, too. It was madness. I
heard a voice shout that someone had fainted and needed an

ambulance, but who was going to call it with the girls right

there, rotting in the lovely golden rwilighti One of them, the

one with blood running down her neck-the bullet had hit
en artery-reminded me of Carolina. I dont know why. It
wasrit her clothes: this girl wore the kind of cheap shirt and

leggings you can buy in the neighborhood, maybe even at the

supermarket. But there was something in the way she wore

all that cheapness that reminded me of my daughter's unex-

pected flair (I say"unexpected" because I certainly dont have

the gift of knowing which color goes with which, or what

pants can make my legs look longer). Yes, the girl's leggings

were cheap, made of blackLycra, but her white shirt draped

A SUNNY PLACE FOR SHADY PEO

prettily over her buttocks, just so, and, rvir

sneakers that were possibly ment, the our

style-an'urban chici'as my daughter would

very particrtlar. Her shoes were a brash r

around her bloody neck hung a little chain rv

pendant that broke the street style with an irc

describe her, I believe I'm imitating my daugh

adds a briefexplanatory note to her fashion

case, maybe because that gid made me think c

was the one I approached.

Of course I was scared, my heart reverber

of my stomach as if it had relocated there. An

of the age for that kind of fright: I'm alread.

arrhythmia, or even angina. Also, the neighbc

ing. But I couldnt just leave the girls like rhar

would be able to calm them? I knew. One ju

things.In the hospital, when I pacified mr' lir
than ten years ago now-I knew then, too- Br

tal they didnt calm down much. There *'e.
them, and they fed off each other. Hy,5gs5j;

among spirits as well as humans. The phr

never be studied, ofcourse, because no one \i
I'm embarrassed myself, I think about rhis :

I'm reminded of those cable series, disgracefi.

dons about Hollywood mediums and ghos

programs spawned by the crisis of ideas a:-Lc

crisis, made with bad actors and worse scn::
all ignorant, not even entertaining. Thar's nc

tell myself; but I am also that, in a wa1,.
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